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'wo fingers walk around
Tcoffee cups, a cigarette

jutting out from where
one meets the other. It repre-
sents a penis — as the ash
falls, so does the erection,
showing how smoking can
make you impotent. This
anti-smoking viral video,
made by students of ITT-
Dethi, has been grabbing

. eyeballs ever since it went

online — first, for the novel
idea, and then, when viewers
discovered it was not so
novel after all,

The creative is under fire
from netizens for being a
copy of a similar ad released
by the National Health
Service in the UK about
three years ago. A

“Copied concept. Shows
that IITians are capable of
bull erap too..),” reacts

IIT-Delhi anti-smokin
viral a copy of UK ad*

‘Siddharth Vijayan on

Youtube. “When 1 saw the ad
for the first time, I was really
impressed, but after getting
to know that it is copied, I'm
totally put off. Wish they
could get original, at least for
the sake of the institute,” says

Garima Gupta, 21, a final year **

B Tech student at Netaji
Subhash Institute of
Technology. Students from
IIT have a different take,
"The video was made by the
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Board of Students Welfare
{BSW) for internal viewing,
and with a cause. No one
thought it would make it so
big, it's just hard luck,” says
Abhishek Jain, a second year
student of B Tech at IIT-

. Delhi.




STAFF REFORTER

GUWAHATY, June 17 - IIT Gu-
wahatl has gradually emerged as a
facility of major research activities, a

fact established by an increaseinthe

range and size of research projects.
According to official sources, in 2010
2011, the institute obtained spon-
sored research and consultancy
projects worth Rs 40 crores, which
is likely to go up this fiscal.

Altogether 88 new sponsored
projects were received during 2010-
2011, compared to 51 the previous
yeat.
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e Indian  Institute  of
fechnology (11T) Powai campus
s ‘high on corruption’ these
days, Students greet each other
saying, “Tabie ke neeche Kya hai?”
But, there’s noneed for the authorities
to hit the panic button, It's an ondine
game, called Briber — Table Ke Neeche
Kva Hai, devetoped by seven 1T
Bombay students, that has becomea
rage among their batchmates.

It’s been just four days since
Neeraj Kookada, who studies civil
engineering, and his friends activat-
ed the game’s URL http://paybribe.cont
on June 16. The response has heen
beyond their imagination. They

Sentinel Guwahati 18.06.2011 p-4

IIT-G emerges as major research facility -

Among the ambitious pro;ects to

"“be carried out in the institution is

‘Climate Change, Water and Rural
Livelihoods: Assessing Socio-eco-
nemic Vulnerability and Potential
Adaptive Strategies in Eastern Hima-
layan Region, India’, which would
have implications for the region. The
Rs 100 lakh project has been funded
by the Swedish International Co-op-
eration Agency (SIDA).

Another project involves ‘Design
and Development and Fabrication of
OLED Organic Solar Cells and Or-
ganic TFTs based on Molecular Poly-
meric and Composite Materials’ for

which funds worth Rs 523,15 lakh has
heen sanctioned by the Department
of Science and Technology.

While the research work is large-
ly faculty driven, there are also cases
inwhich students pursuing PhD pro-
grammes have successfully pursued
research in a number of areas.

According to official data, over 300
projects were in progress during the
period 2016-2011. Ambong the spon-
sors of the research and development
projects were government minis-
tries. Major support came from Min-
istries of Environment and Forests
(MoEF), Human Resource Develop-

Mumbai Mirror 20.06.2011 p-6

IIT-B students fight to become greatest ‘bribers’

An online game on corruption developed by students has become a huge hit on the campus; creators say the idea is not to preach

have already had 2,700 registered
users, and the URL receives hundreds
of hits daily.

The game doesn’t want to preach,
Aor are its inventors on a crusade, It’s
purpose is entertainment, and in the
process, if it shames a few corrupt
ones, it will be great, said Kookada.
Briber is divided into four categories:
corruption in cotlege admissions,
bargaining with a corrupt traffic cop,
haggling with a ticket checker after
getting caught on train, and becom-
ing a bookie and dealing with a dis-
honest cricketer.

Kookada is assisted by batchmates
Mukund Madhav {caricatures), Saif
Hassan (web designing), Ritika Goval,
Mayank Singhal, Niranjan Shirdhar
and Nidhi Shanbhag,

éiT student Neeraj Xeoka(]a . who alon
with his friends, created the game

ment (MHRD), Department of Sci-
ence and Technology (DST), Depart-
ment of Biotechnology (DBT), De-
partment of Atomic Energy (DAE),
Department of Information Technol-
ogy-(PIT), Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research, (CSIR) and De-
fence Research Labs (DRL),

In a recent report, Dr Gautam
Barua, Director, [IT Guwahati stat-
ed, “IIT Guwahati considers it es-
sential for all members of its faculty
to be involved in research and devel-
opment for contributing to the knowl-
edge pool ... developing new tech-
nologies for the benefit of humanity.

The game is all about getting as
corrupt as possible. For instance, a
ptaver is asked whether he/she is will-
ing to part with his/her soul to achieve
the tasget. Clicking on Yes will get
maximum points,

The game ends with points being
calculated, and a player’s potential
uascrupulousness is  determined.
Kookada said, “We want to look at cor-
ruption through humour, with sas-
casm, The idea just happened. We
friends were discussing corruption
and one of us said how exciting it
would be if we could ‘play’ corruption.
Hence, the game.”

The group decided to keep corrup-
tion ‘simple’, problems that ‘aam
aadmi’ encounters. Kookada said,
“Beibing a ticket checker on train is
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We offer a research grant to new fac-
ulty members of the Institute to start
their research activities. During this
year, 20 projects have been sanc-
tioned under this scheme worth Rs
98.20 1akh”. .

Apart from sponsored research
projects, IIT Guwahati took consul-
tancy assignments for various State
government departments, Railways,
National Highways Authority of In-
dia, Oil and Gas Sector, Construe-
tion and Infrastructure Companies,
Power Sector, among others. A total
of 203 consultancy projects were car-
ried out in the year.

such a common thing. Similarly, most
of us at some point have bribed traffic
cops. We wanted evervone to identi-
fv with the categories.”

The students kept insisting that
the idea was not to distribute ‘gyaan’.
Ritika added, “1f the players get
inspired to not bribe, or accept bribes,
great, But the game's intention is not
to preach.” 1IT Bombay students are
loving the concept. Civil engincering
student Nitesh Agarwal said, "The
game’s addictive, | play every day for
at least two hours. Must say 1 have
become quite an expert briber.”

His  batchmate  Siddharth
Bhandari added, “1 am glued to it.
When college reopens, I'm sure
there will be a competition to
bhecome the greatest briber.”
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ITT medical courses: Institute to
submit report to HRD ministry

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Kolkata: After churningout successful fechnocrats, the Indi-
an Instituie of Technology, Kharagpur, is in the process of
starting MBBS, MS and MD courses on its campus, The insti-
tution will submit a detailed project report to the Union
human resouree development (MHRD) ministry next month
inthisregard.

“We believe that the ministry is all set to table a bill fo
amend the existing statuie of the HTs to allow them fo intro-
duce medical studies as well as to allow s set up a hospifal.
Till now, we had churned out efficienf engineers. Now, we will
alsobe commitied to producing world-class doctors,” said HT
Kharagpur's deputy director AN Mazumdar,

I Parliament passes the bill in the mon-
soon session,

HT Kharag-
“pur will be
the first
amongthesix
HTs to set up
a medical
school. The
draft propos-
al submitted
o MHRD
speaks about
infroducing
postgraduate
5 courses  iIn
4 technology
oriented
medical edu-
cation.

Thedetailed projectreport seekstosetupa
seven-sforied building for a medical hospital.
“Initially, wehad plans to open a 700-bed hospi-
tal. Now, the plan has been modified into 450
beds to start with. The new hospital will have
major departments like oncology, cardiology
radiology and neurology,” added Mazumdar

To set up a medical school, however, the
MHERD and the Medical Council of India need
togiveago-ahead.

“Our strength is technology-driven re-
search. We have thus emphasized on introduc-
ing technologyv-criented medical education.

We had initially planned to start postgraduate
courseslikeMS and MD. However, due to guide-

Sudinto Das

HT Kharagpur campus

Hines and restrictions of the Medical Council of Tndia (MCI),
we will also introduce MBBS courses. Under the guidelines,
wecan onlystartaposigraduate programme inmedicine ifwe
have an undergraduate programme as well,” added another
senior professor of the institute, Students will be admittedto
the MBBS course in three phases over the next five years.

“Ineach phase, we will take 50 students for the undergrad-
unatemedical course. Thereare afew optionsforadmittingstu-
dents. One is to introduce a biology paper in the existing II'T-
JEE examination. Another is to admit students through the
All IndiaPre-medical Test. The mode of admission hasnot yet
bheen decided and a final call will be taken soon. Once the
approval comes, other modalities will be chalked out”
said Mazumdar
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